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This summer, we are delighted to welcome back Spanish artist, Alberto
Reguera to Karin Weber Gallery, with ‘Geometries of Colour, a solo
exhibition which celebrates his fascination with the vibrant colours of
his homeland. From warm golds to intense blues and glowing reds,
Reguera’s abstract landscapes capture impressions of the spectacular
rural scenery he grew up in. A growing interest in exploring celestial
spaces and unknown matter is also evident in his recent work. Reguera
stresses the sense of visual depth in all his multi-layered creations, be
they his signature three-dimensional colour cubes or the circular and
elliptical objects that increasingly form a part of his current repertoire,
offering the viewer a range of viewpoints and interpretations.

A graduate in Modern History from the University of Valladolid, Alberto
Reguera has had an immensely successful career as a contemporary
abstract artist. He current lives and works in Madrid, yet travelling is a way
of life for him. For more than three decades, he has been realising
exhibition projects all over the globe which, through the medium of
painting, explore the relationship between space, subject matter and
the visual depth he conveys to the viewer.

Well established in Spain and across Europe, Alberto Reguera made his
Asian debut in 2007 with an exhibition in Singapore. In 2010 he showed
his project ‘Beyond Form II" in City Hall, Hong Kong, sponsored by the
Consulate of Spain. In 2013, the artist had his second exhibition,
‘Abstract Expansion’ at Karin Weber Gallery. More recently, in 2015, the
University Museum and Art Gallery of The University of Hong Kong staged
a retrospective exhibition titled ‘Blue Expansive Landscape’.

Alberto Reguera’s paintings are held in several prestigious collections
internationally, including the China Europe International Business
School in Shanghai, The Junta de Castilla y Leon in Spain, The Fundacio
Juan March Museum in Palma de Mallorca, Spain, colorVISUAL in
Barcelona, Spain, ESCE International Business School in Paris, Marc
Moyens in Washington, D.C. the Museum of Contemporary Art in
Madrid, The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
Collection in Paris, Zurich Financial Services in Switzerland, and The
Royal Collections in the Palace of Madrid.

For contemporary art lovers, this show and catalogue capture the
impressive range of Alberto Reguera's work in different shapes and sizes,
rich in tone and texture. A celebration of his creativity as well as his

mastery of his technique, we invite you to explore the ‘Geometries of
Colour.
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Alberto Reguera’'s work focuses on the exterior landscape, which he con-
templates, internalizes and summarizes in his painting. His goal is to
extract and concentrate the essence of the vista to create “interior land-
scapes’. His source of inspiration are the landscapes of his memory of
Castile, the Spanish region where he was born in 1961, and his paintings
directly reference the Castilian vistas of chromatically austere but
simultaneously vibrant broad horizons separating the yellow and
golden strips of land from intense blue and white skies invaded by a
nearly blinding light. Reguera’s canvasses of his native Castile are
reminiscent of Rothko's paintings. But he also takes inspiration from his
travels - travel understood as a way of life - to transform the nature of
Norway, New Zealand and Australia into “interior landscapes” as well.

Another source of inspiration are the Romantic artists, especially those
who use clouds as an aesthetic starting point from which to develop a
rich palette of colors. Reguera uses the volumes, celestial textures and
transparency of clouds to represent the abstract universe characteristic
of his paintings. In a move to reverse the usual paradigm and give
ethereal expression to ponderous landscapes, he takes inspiration from
such artists as Caspar David Friedrich, Carus, Constable, Christian Dahl
and Turner. The sky is rendered as a concretion of matter and the sea
with subtle shades of ultramarine that seem to evaporate from the
canvas. The sky is made of transparent layers penetrated by light and
the paintings sometimes extend beyond atmospheric representation to
become a cosmic landscape.

From the start of his career, Reguera has also been drawn to the French
Lyrical Abstraction movement that emerged in the 1950s. He admires
painters such as Gérard Schneider, Hartung, Nicolas de Stael, Olivier
Debré, Tal-Coat, and Soulages for their ability to turn inner feelings into
poetry and express fleeting emotional states in painterly gestures on the
canvas. lLater on, and without abandoning this influence, Alberto
Reguera found inspiration in the color field movement and action
painting of the American Abstract Expressionists. Action painting
inspired Reguera to compose his “expanding paintings’, which reflect his
admiration for such artists as Helen Frankenthaler, Franz Kline, Clyfford
Still, Louis Morris and Jackson Pollock.

In this sense, Reguera follows painterly tradition but strives to transcend
the restrictive conventional understanding of the term “painting” and

to question the significance of the traditional pictorial medium and its
frame. He looks for the frame outside the frame. His paintings, with their
layers of material and pigments, become “painting objects”. He blurs the
distinctions between painting, sculpture and “installation paintings.” In
this quest, space becomes a major source of inspiration. “Atmospheres
with volume”, for example, need to extend beyond the frame. Reguera’s
‘expanding paintings” do this by ejecting color and material from the
‘painting objects” to establish an interaction with the viewer who,
depending on how he or she is placed with respect to the work,

constructs a personal view of these three- dimensional abstract

landscapes. The artist's elliptical and oval paintings aim to achieve the
same effect, and their metallic colors pave the way for multiple visual
interpretations.
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Alberto Reguera

Alberto Reguera was born in Segovia, Spain, in 1961. In 1984 he
participated in a contemporary art seminar at the Louvre Art School
entitled "L'art du XXéme siécle” and in 1985 he graduated from the
University of Valladolid with a degree in Modern History. He was then
selected on several occasions to participate in various contemporary art
workshops at the “Circulo de Bellas Artes” (Fine Arts Society) in Madrid,
where he received invaluable help from some of the masters of
contemporary Spanish painting such as Lucio Munoz amongst others.
INn 1994 and 2001 his works were exhibited at Stedelijk Museum,
Amsterdam, where famous Dutch musician Bart Spaan, performed
some of his contemporary pieces inspired by the artist's paintings. In
1995 Alberto Reguera received the Paris Fine Arts Academy Award for
young painters “La bourse de peinture” and in 1999 he designed a
poster for the Paris Theatre Festival. In 2001 he won the “Ojo Critico”
Spanish Award in Madrid and in the same year, he participated in the
"Relevos” project with Rafael Canogar, for the "Museo de Bellas Artes”
(Fine Arts Museum) in Seville. In 2003, he was chosen by a jury as the
only Spanish artist invited to join the "Exhibit E", which took place in
Washington D.C. He has collaborated in painting and poetry projects
with Francisco Pino and Andrée Chedid. In 2007 he showed his works
in Asia for the first time in an exhibition in Singapore (Beyond Form) in
Sculpture Square. In 2010 he showed his project ‘Beyond Form 11" in City
Hall, Hong Kong sponsored by Consulate of Spain. In 2012 he staged
under the auspices of Unesco, the “installation painting” at Place du
Louvre in Paris. That same year he was “artist in residence” in Shanghai,
where he produced two large expanded paintings for the China
Europe International Business School (CEIBS) collection.
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Established in 1999 by German-born Karin Welber and now in
its 19th year, Karin Weber Gallery is one of Hong Kong's oldest
contemporary art galleries. Situated on Aberdeen Street, in
the heart of SoHo, the gallery presents a year-round program
of curated exhibitions, talks, and collector events. Karin Weber
Gallery is one of Blouin Artinfo's ‘500 Best Galleries Worldwide'.

The gallery's unigque network of partners based in London,
Mumlbai and Berlin allows it to source emerging and
established contemporary art from around the world. Karin
Weber Gallery is equally passionate about presenting works by
local artists. The gallery assists artists through exhibitions, art
fairs, and residency programs throughout the world. Small in
size, yet global in outlook, Karin Weber Callery is one of Hong
Kong's truly international boutique galleries.
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20 Aberdeen Street, Central, Hong Kong
T ERE L GE20HET
+852 2544 5004

karinwebergallery.com
art@karinwebergallery.com

© 2018 Karin Weber Gallery
All Rights Are Reserved
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karin weber gallery

Contemporary Fine Art




